IDEA 7 — WRITING A NEWSCAST

Title: The News

This activity is surely one of the most creative. Writers are to write about something as though they were reporters or journalists. From a certain headline, students are supposed to develop the narrative, in the form of a short article for a newspaper or magazine. Writers are invited to be as concise and clear as possible. Below are some examples of this activity; match the article extracts with the headlines.

Baby missing

in fire

A British tourist was found naked with major injuries on his back and left shoulder, and two bullets stuck in his neck, in the vicinity of Trinity House. Police officers still don’t know who killed him.

Murder victim

identified

The number of dissatisfied doctors in the UK has grown lately. Dr. Steve Jaegger, spokesman of the Doctors’ Labor Union in London, claims better payments for those who work for the government.  “We haven’t studied so hard to get such disregarding wages”, he utters with indignation.

Mother’s grim ordeal

Police are looking for little 1-year old  Richard Clausson, who was last seen by his sister Angela during the fire on Palm Street. Angela states there was no time to take the baby out of the house.

Doctors plan

protest strike

Natasha Stepanovic, 54, from a famous and traditional Yugoslavian family dwelling in London, has recently faced a dreadful and chilling experience. She was caught by three men while shopping in New York and taken to a hiding place in the city outskirts, where she remained for 4 long days.

IDEA 8 — LEAFING THROUGH THE ADDS 

Title: Answering adds to real people

This activity is very simple and will help the training writer acquire some brief and concise ways of writing short sentences. We may think of long texts as being more difficult than short ones, but occasionally the inverse can happen. Writing for a newspaper add can be a hard task to some people. It is mandatory that the writer narrows down every superfluous word; only the really essential ones are required. Thus, students who try this drill will certainly know how to sum up ideas in few lines. Below are four adds extracted from an American magazine for women.

Orient now
Scents
Pearls & Jewels

A guide to get beautiful
Devon

Self-catering family holidays

Ever wanted to get away from it all? The magic of Nepal, Kashmir, Bali and mysterious China. All the treasures of the Orient await you... Free color brochure  for the discerning traveler. Call (0024) 356788.
If you are those women who do care about aesthetics, we offer a chance to appeal by smelling really well. Manmade perfumes and fragrances. (001) 345891
You know how pretty you get with a jewel. We offer the best prices in southern US. for those who want to be like a pearl. Samples and sales at (019) 456778
Beautifully equipped holiday bungalows in picturesque village close to sandy beaches. Color TV, radio, night entertainment and playground. Send today for a free color brochure: Appley Village Holidays P.O. Box 43567 Devon

The adds must be interesting, appealing and short. Spaces are often provided in crowded columns, so no line can be cast off. The secret to write a brief text or add is to keep in mind keywords which are going to describe the product or any other matter offered in a unique and clear way.

IDEA 9 — TYPES OF WRITING 

Title: Improving writing styles

Writers should recognize a number of text types, within which the presentation of ideas follows distinctive patterns, for example, process description, instruction, discussion etc. Clearly it is useful to make these distinctions if we want to help students and other writers to understand the different types of organization to be exhibited. Here is a checklist of text types which was drawn up to be used in various writings.

Types of writing
Purpose

Static description
Describe a place, a system etc.

Process description 
Describe the sequence of steps in how something is done or the operations in how something works

Narrative
Tell a sequence of events in a report or biography

Cause and effect
Explain how events are linked, how one thing leads to another, giving reasons for outcomes

Discussion 
Put forward arguments, evidence, examples etc.

Comparison/contrast
Compare and contrast events, people, facts, places, things etc.

Classification 
Organize a description into a hierarchy of categories

Definition 
Define, explain and exemplify something

Some examples of the styles mentioned above:

a) Static description: “The Mekong River is a large, wide and brownish streamline which flows in the eastern plains and plateaus of China and overflows every eight months.”

b) Process description: “You should first unleash the carrier belt, then fold the metal sheet inward and at last press the yellow button; in case the machine does not respond to any command, slowly press the blue button and wait for some seconds so that it starts operating.”
c) Narrative: “Mozart was, for most biographers, considered a genius — the greatest of his time — because he was able, at the age of 4, to play the harpsichord along with his sister. His father Leopold was certainly proud of the son’s geniality and crisscrossed Europe with him.”
d) Cause and effect: “As a result of the lifting of the seafloor and the outpouring of lava from the volcano, the land got filled with a huge pile of smoke, hardened rock and canyons which go 1.6 miles down.”
e) Discussion: “Even though police officers found great evidence of the murderer, sergeant O’Bryan says that there may be another accomplice in the crime and that Mr. Ferguson is not the only culprit.”
f) Comparison and contrast: ““The countryside has all that is good in life, the city all that is bad.”

g) Classification: “For the Greek, there should be a natural order of materials which originated the Solar System. In first place, the fire, which evolved from the stars; then the water, which cooled the heat down and made life possible; then, together, soil and air, which in turn make our planet breathe and give room to many earthly creatures.”

h) Definition: “Stress is the result of a continuous exposition to labor, especially that of the mind and senses. It has not been clearly studied yet, although many specialists in America and Europe have reported serious diseases possibly associated with it.” 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES TO WRITE

a) Choose one of the headlines below and write an article about it.

Sunscreen uses carcinogenic chemical
Non biodegradable waste thrown in the North Sea kills fish




Nuclear war seems to be a fatal matter
Marijuana addiction increases in Brazil




b) In the spaces below, write a suitable short add according to the column title.

Beauty salon products
Trips to Canada
English courses





c) Write short paragraphs using the styles presented in the lesson.

Static description

Process description 

Narrative

Cause and effect

Discussion 

Comparison/contrast

Classification 

Definition 

